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The Aussie entrepreneur championing “conscious business”  

 

Dwayne Martens isn’t your average tycoon – in fact he sometimes refers to himself as “a bit of a hippie”.  He has a tepee 

and a veggie patch in his backyard, a yoga studio in his lounge room and a surfboard collection in the garage. It comes 

as something of a surprise to learn that Dwayne, 27, is one of Sydney’s most successful young entrepreneurs, 

championing the popularity of an ancient Amazonian superfood in Australia, with a company model based on healthy 

living, sustainability and ethical business initiatives.  

 

Dwayne is the founder of a multimillion dollar enterprise, Amazonia, which imports sustainably wild-gathered açaí 

berries from the Brazilian rainforest to be sold, freeze-dried, as an ultra-nutritious superfood in health food stores. 

Dwayne is a passionate promoter of the health benefits of açaí, and of making better, more informed food choices in 

general. Under the banner of Amazonia’s upbeat slogan, “shine brighter”, Dwayne aspires to create a genuine health 

food movement through his brand.  

 

Dwayne’s greatest strength is that it’s easy to see he lives and breathes what he teaches. The Bellevue Hills based CEO 

and his peers epitomise the healthy, green and ethically conscious lifestyle that forms the basis of Amazonia’s appeal. 

At the heart of it all is a firm belief in creating positive change through business.  

 

 

The Amazonia story has humble beginnings, launched in a friend’s kitchen in Fremantle where Dwayne spent long hours 

packaging his first products by hand. Four years on, Amazonia’s rise has been nothing short of meteoric. Specialising in 

the importation of a açaí berries and other health food products, Amazonia is marketed in five countries and counting, 

and its success is a direct reflection of Dwayne’s infectiously positive mindset. “When I started I had absolutely no 

business experience”, says Dwayne. “All I had was my enthusiasm, and a willingness to learn from mistakes and take 

advice on board”.  

 

Dwayne’s business model follows a true 21st century approach. Much of the business is outsourced, allowing the multi-

million dollar enterprise to operate in Australia with just two (admittedly very hard working) staff.  

 



 

“Amazonia came about from meeting a small Brazilian açaí distributor who sold his business to me for the price of his 

stock. I designed my logo, set up a portable juice bar and worked long, hard hours hitting up markets in Perth. As I 

worked longer with açaí, I discovered how nutritious it actually was. It clicked at the very beginning that I had a very real 

opportunity to culture a sustainable industry and produce an exceptional health food.” 

 

Today, Amazonia supports over 4000 families in the Amazonian region through its açaí harvesting and processing 

operations in Brazil. In turn, these families are actively ensuring the protection of over 3000 acres of Amazon rainforest. 

“We have never been more focused and clear on our direction as a company. We want to affect people positively 

through everything we do, through our vibrant marketing, our incredibly nutritious products and the way we function 

as a business. Our goal first and foremost is to set the precedent for sustainable and conscious businesses.”  

 

From his early days selling açaí smoothies at a market stall in Fremantle to his position at the helm of one of Australia’s 

most progressive health food companies, Dwayne says he’s been living the dream. For Dwayne, the dream doesn’t stop 

at creating a financially successful business. He believes Amazonia has a larger purpose to fulfil, promoting a healthier 

way of living and a positive, proactive approach to both business and life.  

 

ENDS 

For more information on Amazonia and Dwayne, hi-res imagery or to request an interview,         

 please contact Amazonia marketing department or Dwayne directly on 

M: 0405377753 T: 1300 851050 E: shinebrighter@amazonia.com.au  

 

 

Notes to editor: 

*Amazonia www.amazonia.com.au, was founded by Dwayne in 2008.  

*Dwayne has been speaking on behalf of the NSW government to promote entrepreneurship throughout Sydney.  

*Dwayne also appeared recently on Sky news business segment.  

*Links to previous stories 
http://www.theage.com.au/small-business/entrepreneur/the-uni-dropout-making-millions-from-amazon-berries-
20110713-1hdn4.html 
 
http://www.smartcompany.com.au/food-and-beverages/20111014-how-i-recovered-from-losing-1-million-in-
merchandise-in-the-queensland-floods.html 
 
http://www.smartcompany.com.au/smartcompany-awards-2011/amazonia.html 
 
*Videos 
http://www.regretnothing.com.au/rn-blog-gew-interview-with-dwayne-martens.html 
 

http://www.brrmedia.com/event/99098/dwayne-martens-founder 
 
*Company Awards  
2011 Winner - Australian Business Awards  
 
2011 Telstra Business Awards 
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